Survey Statistics, which over the years evolved into one of the largest Statistics programs in Germany with currently over 100 enrolled students. In the same year, the University of Bamberg started the National Educational Panel Study (NEPS), a large scale multi-cohort longitudinal study with more than 60,000 participants. Susanne was the obvious choice for the head of the Statistical Methods Department of the NEPS and later became the scientific director of the same department, when the NEPS was integrated into the newly founded Leibniz Institute for Empirical Educational Trajectories (LIfBi).
Stimulating the exchange of ideas and fostering statistical literacy was always important for Susanne. She tirelessly worked to bridge communication gaps between academia, official statistics and the public. As part of this endeavour, she joined forces with the Bavarian State Office for Statistics and Data Processing and the IAB, and co-founded (as representative of the University of Bamberg) the Statistical Network of Bavaria in 2013. Even more important was her involvement in the last census in Germany. When the German statistical system started preparing for the 2011 Population Census (the first census in Germany since 1987), which was to feature novel methodology combining population registers and a large household survey, the German ministry of the interior established a scientific advisory body and invited Susanne to be a member of this board. In the years that followed, Susanne discussed methodological questions within the Board and with delegates of Destatis (the German national statistical institute). At the same time, she participated in numerous discussions on radio and on television, trying to convince the audience of the merits of the upcoming census. In 2017, some German states went to the Constitutional Court, claiming that parts of the census methodology were not in line with the constitution. Susanne served as a technical expert during the hearing, and may surely take the main credit for the court's 2018 decision in favour of the census.
Susanne was a wonderful mentor for her numerous PhD students. She always offered support, seeking any opportunity to promote the work of her students as well as to introduce them to the scientific community. The enthusiasm, which she showed for any proposed research idea (no matter how minor), motivated her students to keep working towards their degree even in times of little progress and much frustration.
For Susanne, all of her statistical collaborators were part of her family. She and her wonderfully supportive husband Hendrik would spend hours hosting the "statistical family" at their house. Many research ideas emerged from the discussions at the outdoor dining area, where Hendrik, though not a statistician, would always be there. Her warm and embracing nature and her remarkable energy will be deeply missed by all who had the fortune to know her.
